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Making Evaluation Relevant for Policy and Practice  
Philip Davies, Oxford Evidentia Limited 
 
Most developed societies spend large amounts of money on research and evaluation to support 
public policy and the provision of public services. At the same time there is often a gap between 
the production of research and evaluation and its use in policy making and public service delivery. 
This presentation will examine the range of possibilities for research and evaluation to meet the 
needs of policy makers and public service personnel, and will suggest ways in which the gap 
between the supply of, and demand for, research and evaluation can be filled. 
 
Dr. Philip Davies is the Executive Director of Oxford Evidentia, a UK research consultancy 
company that undertakes research and analysis worldwide to support better policy making. Dr. 
Davies has had over thirty years experience in academic life, the UK senior civil service, and in the 
private sector. He has held academic appointments at the Universities of Aberdeen, California, and 
Oxford.  
 
Between 2000 and 2006, Dr. Davies was Director of Policy Evaluation and Deputy Director of the 
Government Social Research Unit in the Cabinet Office and, latterly, HM Treasury. From 2006 to 
2009 Dr. Davies was a Senior Research Fellow at the American Institutes for Research in 
Washington DC. He is currently working in a number of countries to develop evidence-based policy 
and practice in education, health, social welfare, crime and justice and international development. 
This work involves research translation, transfer and brokerage in order to make it relevant and 
useful to policy makers and social care practitioners. 
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